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Synopsis

Throughout the United States, people are increasingly concerned about where their food comes
from, how it is produced, and how its production affects individuals and their communities. The
answers to these questions reveal a complex web of interactions. While large, distant farms and
multinational companies dominate at national and global levels, innovative programs including
farmersA¢a —4,¢ markets, farm-to-school initiatives, and agritourism are forging stronger
connections between people and food at local and regional levels. At all levels of the food system,
energy use, climate change, food safety, and the maintenance of farmland for the future are critical
considerations. The need to understand food systemsA¢a -4 swhat they are, whoA¢a -4a,¢s
involved, and how they work (or donA¢a -4,¢t)A¢a -a shas never been greater. Food, Farms, and
Community: Exploring Food Systems takes an in-depth look at critical issues, successful programs,
and challenges for improving food systems spanning a few miles to a few thousand miles. Case
studies that delve into the values that drive farmers, food advocates, and food entrepreneurs are
interwoven with analysis supported by the latest research. Examples of entrepreneurial farms and
organizations working together to build sustainable food systems are relevant to the entire

countryA¢a -4 «and reveal results that are about much more than fresh food.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Chase and Grubinger bring valuable clarity and insight to the inherent complexity of

contemporary food systems. Anyone who wants to truly understand how these systems



workA¢a —4a +or donA¢a —-4,¢t workA¢a —a sshould read this book.A¢a -AsA¢a -4 Ben Hewitt,
author of The Town That Food SavedAg¢a -A“lf you havenA¢a -4,¢t a clue about whatA¢a —-4,¢s
meant by food systems, read Food, Farms, and Community right now.A A The book covers the
territory from farm to fork, clarifying the complexities and focusing on whatA¢a -4a,¢s really
important: what to do to create food and farming systems that promote the health of people and the
planet.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 *Marion Nestle, author of What to EatA¢a -A“This is a book that | will use
and recommend to my students in the masters in Sustainable Food Systems Program at Green
Mountain College, and it deserves to be read more widelyA¢a -4 by policy makers as well as
urbanites with dreams of a bucolic life on a far, saving the world by growing healthy food. Chase
and Grubinger lay out the obstacles to, as well as the promise of, that vision in a tone that is
balanced and hyperbole free.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 *Vermont HistoryA¢a -A“Chase and

GrubingerA¢a -a,¢s] backgrounds inform their broad approach to the complex topic of food
systems, producing an introductory textbook unique in its breadth of scope and emphasis on North
American food systems. Throughout the book, the authors define terms and concepts. They clearly
convey a great deal of information about this complicated subject through thoughtful organization

and a straightforward writing style.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 «Choice

A¢a -A“This is an important contribution to the literature on food systems because it pulls together
a range of relevant material while also providing some of the specific dynamics and statistics that
reveal the relationships between parts of the system.A¢a -Ae (Tatiana Schreiber, Keene State
University)A¢a —-A“Chase and Grubinger explore the complexities of the food system from the
viewpoint of different key players while also offering solutions, and thereby make a remarkable

contribution to this growing field.A¢a —A« (Selena Ahmed, Montana State University)

interesting

The book is a fine read. The connection between purchasing this book as an ebook and
downloading the app for the first time was a horrible experience ! | barely had it for a couple of
weeks and yet four times already | wasn’t able to access the book. Now it won't let me see it all and

it's been a day - saying that it's expired ..... ebook is not worth it. Ever.

In the late 1980s, in the USA 7 percent of farm workers were "illegal immigrants" a.k.a.

undocumented workers. By 2000, the majority of farm workers in the USA were undocumented.



There are millions of farm workers in the USA; most make below minimum wage. This data is from
this excellent book. The point of the book is join a CSA, visit the farm, and get to know the owner
and the workers.
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